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40 THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER 

Many of the chapters are followed by exercises for reflection and dis- 
cussion. Each chapter is followed by a brief select list of reference readings 
from books which will be found in every normal-school library. Citations to 
authorities, instead of being made in footnotes, are made by key numbers incor- 
porated in the text to the works named in a list at the end of the book. 
Mechanically the book possesses the attractive qualities of the rapidly growing 
Houghton Mifflin series of pedagogical texts. 

I have no fundamental adverse criticisms to offer. Some teachers would 
prefer to see a more adequate treatment of correlation, concentration, amd the 
culture-epochs theory. Others would prefer more of an account of the larger 
administrative problems of American education and some introduction to their 
statistical discussion. The college course in the principles of education, when 
it has been freed from metaphysical tendencies, is sure to become the most 
fundamental of the professional courses. I imagine it will become the one 
course that practically all students will take, to be supplemented by educational 
psychology or methods or the history of education. If this is true, some of 
the topics mentioned above should certainly be included. But Mr. Ruediger has 
not conceived his book in exactly this way, and as it stands it contains a wealth 
of topics all of which should be included in such a course. 

I have already alluded to the "comprehensibility" of the book, a virtue 
which is strikingly absent in many recent texts. It is difficult to find sentences 
in this book which a normal-school student would fail to understand. There 
are a few, however, such as "The primordial variation toward differentiated 
nerve tissue in the multicellular hydroids proved to be a variation in the right 
direction", (p. 22). S. Chester Parker 



A Comparative Study of the Play Activities of Adult Savages and Civilised 

Children. By L. Estelle Appleton, Ph.D. Chicago : The University 

of Chicago Press, 1910. Pp. 94. 

Miss Appleton has made a study of the play of children and of adult 
savages in order to determine to what extent they display similar character- 
istics. The results then bear upon the validity of the culture-epoch theory, 
so far as play is concerned. The author first examined reports of the play of 
five tribes which stand lowest in civilization, the Veddahs, Australians, Bush- 
men, Yahgans, and Eskimos, and tabulated the characteristics so as to indicate 
the type of bodily activity used, the type and degree of organization involved, 
and the psychological processes manifested. A similar analysis was then made 
of the play of five groups of civilized children on the basis of studies made 
by different persons in different cities. This analysis was carried further by 
distinguishing the characteristics of the play of children in five different 
periods. 

The author finds, besides certain similarities, marked differences between 
savages and civilized children which at least greatly modify the parallelism 
between them. With regard to the bodily characteristics she says : "With 
the children's group, however, there are in addition to such plays, finger plays, 
vocal plays, visual, tactual, auditory, and perceptual plays, having almost 
nothing to correspond to them among the non-civilized adults, but which are 
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indulged in by quite young children among civilized peoples These 

facts suggest, at least, a keener sensitivity and somewhat more specialized 
muscular control on the part of civilized children." In organization the play 
of savages most nearly corresponds to that of civilized children from the 
ages of seven to fifteen. "The parallelism is not complete however, for long 
before the end of this period civilized children are showing a considerable 
tendency to organize themselves into societies, both spontaneous and formal." 
They have, moreover, long since dropped many childish plays retained by adult 
savages. 

"In the psychological characteristics, however, we find the greatest disparity 
between the two groups. The difference in complexity is very great and 
beyond this civilized children have many plays in N which purely intellectual 
activity is the attractive element-guessing games, charades, puzzles, geo- 
graphical games, etc. — a class finding no representation whatever among 
the tribes here studied." 

The results of the study indicate to the mind of the author that evolu- 
tionary development has affected not only the civilized adult but also every 
stage of development of the civilized individual, so that the child does not 
correspond in his bodily characteristics even, and still less in his mental charac- 
teristics, to any stage in the development of the race. "A process of differentia- 
tion has been going on throughout the cultural period which has profoundly 
modified not only the final product, i.e., the product found in civilization, but 
also all the intervening stages." 

The author has collected a large amount of illustrative material in regard 
to the play of both savages and civilized children, and her monograph is valuable 
for this as well as for its discussion of the relation between the two types 
of P la y- Frank N. Freeman 



Agriculture and Its Needs. By Andrew Sloan Draper. Syracuse, N.Y. : 
C. W. Bardeen, 1909. Cloth. i6mo, pp. 92. 50 cents. 
This book is a clear and vigorous statement of the present condition and 
needs of agricultural education in the state of New York. "New York has 
226,000 farms averaging 100 acres each, 200,000 of them operated by their 
owners." An educated farmer rather than a good farm is the direct aim of 
agricultural education, though the former is scarcely securable without the 
latter. To give an efficient education to the farmer he must be induced to study 
his farm. The farm is the laboratory in which the farmer must get a good 
deal of his education. In New York agriculture is worse off than it was a 
half-century ago, and the people have mot yet fully learned that they not only 
have not kept pace in modern agricultural development, but have become less 
efficient than they used to be. Commissioner Draper sets forth with his charac- 
teristic vigor New York's present agricultural conditions, her natural advan- 
tages, the attractiveness of rural life, ways of increasing earnings, what can 
be done in the rural schools, the place of the agricultural college, the general 
dignity of agricultural education in a democracy, and the demand upon agri- 
cultural colleges to prepare teachers of agriculture as well as agriculturists. 

Otis W. Caldwell 



